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v "% By Frank O’Donnell

“"THE number of vacant desks and empty parking
“*“spaces increases each day at the Waterside Mall
. complex in southwest Washington. o
... .Asignored and despondent career staff officers
. continue to- flee in droves, the once-vibrant En- |
vironmental Protection Agency has gradually
" begun to resemble a rat-infested public housing
: project. -
*  Parked in front of the drab EPA building is a
" flashy, four-door 1982 Oldsmobile diesel, equip-+
ped with matching slate-gray leather bucket seats,
white vinyt top, wire wheels and numerous other
accessories. .
. It belongs during office hours to Anne M. Gor- _ N\
- such, the 39-year-old James Watt protege and o
former real estate expert who has become EPA’s -
= slumlord. - i ,
- - . In seven short months as EPA’s head, Gorsuch
L . has overseen’ EPA’s decline from one of the,
. government’s most efficiently run agencies to an
institution in disarray. Barring Gorsuch’s quick | ™
“departure or -direct intervention by Congress,
EPA almost ce: “..aly will plunge into chaos. It
will bedranes- 3 to deal with chemical and other
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, By Frank O’Donnell

T a time of unprecedemed government

: frugality, Gorsuch found the mopey 1o
lease the ostentatious new car (which, at-about
$7,400 per year, costs four times as much as
her predecessor’s 1981 Mercury Zephyr, and
pollutes more to boot). She’s also regaled
herself and her top political aides with new
carpeting, furniture and other office decora-
tions—furnishings that career staffers say are
unnecessary and unrdated lo. profcmoml
tm*“ﬁ‘- "‘-;i."v - Lobee L

BuuiGoxmcksom'nmes seems to raemble
‘the emperor Caligula, who:lavishly indulged
his' personal fantesies while Rome began its-.
coliapse, the public. official she’s most fre-
quently compesed with is Richard Nixon.

The former president piled lie upon lie in an
effort to extricate himself from Watergate,
while he isolated himself from reality with his
palace guard. Gorsuch has assembled her own-
retiniie of courtiers to minimize her contact
| with EPA’s career swaff, and she shares
Nixon’s . aversion to the -truth..(She has
-dissembled-before varfous congressional com-
mittees, and lied blatently on a-recent brosd- -
cast of the MacNeil-Lehrer Repott, telling her "
interviewery that she got-along j )ust ﬁne,thank‘
you, with EPA’s career staff) -

’On the surface, Gorsu:happarsxll-sunedto
manage ary agency of more than 11,000 people
cha:gud with protecting the Health and. ea-
vironment -of more - than 200 million
Americans. Her managerial experience reach-
ed its zenith from 1971~73, when she managed
six ' secretaries,, two- investigators and one
paralegal as Denver s deputy district attorney.’

From there, ,Gomxchwent on to. become 2

’ _heanng“ officer: in: matters: concerning.

| veterinary medicine and real estate. She later
hmdledre:lautequmonsasanmomcy for
.Mountain Bel] Telephoge. -~ -~ * S

Her career Was punctuated by two terms-in

the Colorado House of Representatives, where
she was part of a New Right faction known as
the “House Crazies,” which spent taxpayers’
time and mogey clamoring on issues unrelated
to legislative business—including opposing the
Panama Canal Treaty and supportmg federal
rightsto-work legislation. : °

Ducnbedbyaloalncwspaperassomeone
who would “kick a bear to death with her bare:
feet,” Gorsuch had one great legislative vic-
tory in Colorado: passage of a criminat code
reform bill which had to be-amended almost
immediately because it. was.so poorly draﬁed.
She was boosted into the EPA job throu
to James Watt and brewer Joseph Coors, w
. has helped bankroil right-wing groups like the
Heritage Foundation and Watt's Mountain
States Legal Foundation.

The Haldeman of her palace guard at EPA

and mastermind - of Gorsuch’s anti-EPA
assault is James Sanderson, once a 1op attorney
in-EPA’s Denver office.

Bypassed for 2 promotion within the agency,
the embittered Sanderson quit and later work-

0. :

———— e
ed with~Wart’s legal foundanon m a suit
aguinst the EPA.

Quickly becoming Gorsuch’s first conﬁdanr
in Washington, he advised her not to trust the -
bureaucrats he despised. He also made sure.
she was_surrounded by several loyal political
hatcher men, including ClLff Miller and Seth
Hunt—men with names and behavior. reminis-
cent of the petry oil barons on TV’s “Dallas”
series, though actually just dxsgmnded former
EPA personnel workers.

Rounding out Gorsuch’ s inner circle is Ichn
Daniel, formerly anr attormey with. the
Ameérican Paper Institute and Johns-Manville
Corp.~the latter “of -which st-last ceunt-was
[ defending icself against 5,800 suits for alleged -

.asbestos poisoning. Despite. that illustrious.:
background, Daniel has hsd to'talk and act,
especxany tough to. make-up- for the fact that
he’s a:registered Democrat. Sitice coming to--
power, Gorsuch and her aides have spent most -
of their time plotting to-rid .the: agency: of .
career bureaucrats concerned about the en-
vironment—a callous. attitude” capeured. per-
fecdy by a recent editorial cartoon in the
Denver Post, which depicted a grinning Gor-
such plucking the wings ‘off a live butterfly.

‘Ignored in the process are EPA’s enormous -
statutory respoansibilities.- Directed by  Con-

.| gress. to-carry out more than a balf-dozen
critical environmental statutes, EPA often is
the only government voice to safeguard. the.
public from  greedy corporate interests and the
cavages of m, watcr, che.mxal and’ land pollu-
don. . - .

As Sen. Roben Smﬂ'ord (‘R.-Vt) noted'.
earlier this year, other government officials are
“charged with protecting the- interests of po-
tent political forces” but EPA alone “‘protects.
the elderly, the poor or the infirm.””
~ “The obligation to speak for the nation’s

. cldcrly and infifm-.and to-protect the air and.
water is 2 moral one,” Stafford said. But He
noted the: obhgauou “does not flow from some
abstract sense of j ;usuce and morahty Ir ﬂows
from the law,” -

* Gorsuch swore that she would uphold those
laws. But her- track record belies that oath.
Hugh Kaufman, a whistle-blowing senior

" EPA career staffer, accurately noted that Gor-
such and her staff “have an agenda” that in-

- cludes “stopping the EPA from domg its job
as mandated by Congress.”

Since taking office last May, Gorsuch has
put environmental protection almost hterally
o ice. Of 148 significant regulations planned
by-:the agency -last January-—dealing . with
chemical, air and water pollution and 2 host of
other topics—only three have been completed
and nine are still on their original schedule,
The rest have been delayed, weakened, o1
scrapped. -

Gorsuch has shmgged oﬁ' all criticisms o
her inaction, saying tepeatedly that thi

““Carter regulatory agenda’—mandated b
law—isn't “my agenda.” .

But she also has virtually terminared a
EPA enforcement of existing rules-and star
dards. Gorsuch told a congressional subcon
mittee recently. that she also opposes agenc

funding for. public participation program
arguing that EPA should communicate wi




“F thie public-only ‘through” “mpted" methods
likethe press release. (In @ typical Gorsuch: -
relense, the agency bsagged about the quahﬁ
"cations of a woman. appointed as executive
_assistant to EPA’s deputy administrator. Her -
top accomplishments included being a “native
of New Mexico. Her grandfather helped settle
the town of Alamogordo, opening the first
drugstore there in the late 18003, when New
Mexico was stll a territory.””) -

But 'Gorsuch and her top mdahaventbeen
reluctant- at " all to- communicate in stealthy
fashion ‘with members of regulated industries
eager to evade environmental requiremeants. In
a typical example, discovered only because a
congressional investigator stumbled by chance -
onto the meeting, chemical industry lobbyists
secured’ 2 secree-audience with, EPA- Deputy
Admmmratorfobn Hernandez. . ;

]
Thcyugusd«athemzenngthatthechw _ S -
L .~-AR% ‘oae of hér. ﬁnt ofﬁcmi acnons, Go:such ¢

cal' DEHP, previously. identified by the: Nas
tional- Cancer” Instindte - 4s. a. cancer-causing:

agent in animals, wasn’t barmful ro humans. -

.Hernandez took EPA staffers to task for sug-
gesting otherwise, as he laughingly (eferred to
an Exxon representative. as. “my chemist,”

. Faced every day with this sort of attitude by
‘Gorsuch and: her top aides, -EPA career
specmhsts have been resgmng by the hun-

: 'Ihecnn'mmood among. staffers was pe!
-_haps best. qprund by Steven E. Hoover; a

-young.. artorney- in~"EPA’s. auto- enforcemen:
T division: In an eloquent lefter to the Washing-

ml’asz,lioovc,noted staff morale “is sa.low -
..ths.rhete is no_known. scientific method to

“messure:it."” Thousands of sdditional agency -
emphzea would quit immediately:*if. there -

“were "a"decent job market in the D.C. area,”
" Hoover. said. “However, many- people whd
_would like to leave sxmplycannot find jobs.”
By next year, though, hundreds and perhaps
thousands of them may have no choice. -
“Tn. mid-September, - Gorsuch formally re- .

qnstedthattthﬁiceoEMmgementand’

gresaforthe fiscak year that ended Sept. 30 ta
- slightly more than 8,300 in fiscal 1983. This.
suggauon comes even. as ‘EPA’s responsibili-
ties are increasing dramatically to combat toxic
waste dumps and other aspects of the che:mcal
revolution. -

~Though- roughly . 1, 000 employea, in-
E cluding many of- EPAs brightest and most

+able, have quit since President Reagan’ s-elecs:
“‘non,ftbc Gorsuchi-sought budget-cuts eguld,
‘thae: seversks thousand addmonnL
;»employee&wculdbe dismissed.or “riffed” by
.. mgenn‘rhose riffed’ generally ‘would be -
7 gpaffiess “with- the least- -seniority—often these
LA ‘new lifecinto o tired-

- expected to begin- firing . between - 800 and
"‘ 1,560 of the 3,800 EPA.stiffers remaining in
Wm—eventbong& none need be fired
--this year under the zgexicy s cane:ltoperann{
budget

"But the acrual dxsmpnon could be much
worse, as senior staffers vie with ode another
_ in a_mad stramble to “bump” junior staffers
out of jobs in-other branches of the agency. -

A typical “bumping pattern” could work
something like this: a hypothetml GS-14
economist with five years experience could

bump a personnel officer, who in turn could

. bump an-energy policy analyst, who in turn
could bump someone responsible for adménis-
,-tenng contracts. The net mnltwouldbe o

it P X a2 & UNETO

~ Budget slash permanent positions' at_the agen~"
F - ¢y from; roughly’ 1,400 authorized by Con- -

Withm:twomomha-Gonuchm-

- T . ~

to reviewing contracts. Such 2 mismatch of
personnel, which could extend to thousands of

.everyone unhappy and accelerate voluntary

that by June, roughly 80 percent of agency
personnel in place last January will either have
quit, been fired or “bumped”’ downwards.

In the process, EPA wiil become 2 crippled
institution, as harried staffers spend months
rsimply trying to figure out the bumping
routes. .

Gorsuch' and- her staff have sxgnalled that
this won’t take . pIace "By “accident.” By

’Pwely*anf determme.who gets nffednmd
bumped:” . i .

~'4

.abolished the agency’s enforcement division, a

‘corps: of young, .aggressive attorneys who.
formed the heart of EPA’s anti-poutien: pro-

- divisions generally staffed with more senior
workers, Gorsuch effectively put the- enforce-
ment. officers on the endangered species list;”
(Inthis regard, Gorsuch is following aprece-
dent set by her mentor James. Watt, who effec-

Office of Surface Mining through a'redrgani-

 government process -will become. noticeably

Al

such s advisers recéntly have begun a2 media-
cnmpmgn to rehabilitate her image and present
2 “new'” Anne Gorsuch not unhke the
‘Nixon” of 1968. = - -~

. They leaked throughout Washmgton a d.raﬁ
memo from. Gorsuch: to"OMB Director David -

‘plans’ to cut EPA’S budget “evén ~further.
Stockman, in- fact, tnetely had suggested cut-
ting back to levels Gorsuch already was plann-
ng for ‘fiscal 1984, but the: Gorsuch memo
1aments this would put the agency “in dxsar-
ray.” -

* The lenked memo appars des:gned o ac-
_complish two ends—to make Gorsuch appear a

whose origingl budget cuts appear mild Y
“Comtparison, and- to. strengthen Stockmans

sider defense: cuts OF tax maenm asan. alte::
nmve. .

Gorsuch’s'top axda :ecentl
Fword that ‘their sybaritic boss “‘won’* back
most: of the additenal cuts sought by Stocke
man. This means EPA may have to Rif “only”
several hundred extra workess in addition to
the several thousand. originally targeted by
Gorsuch.- But before breathing a sigh of relief
from the air Gorsuch will help pollute, con-
sider what Sen. Stafford said of the
original—and smaller—Gorsuch proposcd
budger cuts.

“Decreases of such4 magmtude,” he said,
“could amount to a de facto repeal of some en-
vironmental laws. We would do better to J
repeal those laws outright,” he added, “than
1o perpetrate a cruel hoax on the American
p.ubhc ” .

'.ecouoxmst domg-pemonnel work, 2 personnel
-caseworker trying to decipher the.mysteries of |
" [ energy policy and an energy analyst resigned |

the agency’s remaining workers, would leave '

resignations. Recent leaked evidence indicates |

reorgnmzmg the: agcncy’s divisions, she effec- |

gram. By lumping the attorneys into other |

tively disembowled the Interior Department s
" Jess efficient; thus enabling’ Ronald Reagan o
contmue campugmg agunsg ‘the

Stockman, complaining about suggested OMB' |

beleaguered heroine .of the. umronment, 5
Fhand:m:gmngthatthe presxdent must recon-— | v

ve luked out |-

Cewl | ey o SR

2zatiom.)- As. additional: cutbacks take holdva | .-
- EPA and other fedenrdopmems, the entire }:°

anded—‘by adversc press'covenge, Gor- | -



EPA chief Anne Gorvuch s
managerial experience

supemsed seven people as
Denver’s deputy district

cm all-tzme Zozo

reached 1ts zenith when she

attorney. Now she manages |
11,000 and szaﬁ morale is.at
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By Bill Lambrecht

Post-Dispatch lllinols Bureau

Copyright, 1982, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — Federal

environmental officials are checking to
determine whether the Mississippi
River is threatened by a toxic waste
landfill at Sauget in the Metro East
area, where trace amounts of dioxin
were discovered among leaking
chemicals, the Post-Dispatch Jearned.

Dioxin and larger concentrations of
chemicals were "

other industrial
identified in tests by Monsanto Co. of

St. Louis, owner of the landfill, the .

company acknowledged this week.
Dioxin is a contaminant byproduct of
herbicides such as those produced at

P R L e
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S‘augét Toxin Leak Spurs Check Of

Monsanto’s W.G. Krummrich ' plant

It is highly toxic, and received wide
attenuonasabyproductoftheAgent
Orange defoliant. used in the Vietnam
War and as one of the chemicals in

Love Canal at Niagara Falls, N.Y. But
the Love Canal dioxin was roughly a

thousand. times stronger than that

- Jound at Sauget, which is acm.-.s the

rivu'fromsont.h St. Louis.

Last November at, Sauget

mtecuve clothing tooin sampl "

0 es of

rf’eakmg chemicals. Six weeks earlier,

Illinois state inspectors had noticed
_pungent chemicals seeplng trom

sz

")

ot

Tests of the samples were to be done
by both Monsanto and the federal
Environmental Protection Agency, but
féderal testing is not finished. The
Illinois attorney general’s office also
joined the investigation last week.

- Tests for Monsanto were returned

Vs ents

3

last month fn?m the Enviromental -

~spokeswommian for Monsanto, -
“We don’t believe that the situation
poses a hazard to people’s health or the
environment,” Ms. Collins said.
Other industrial chemicals were

L showninpartsperbxlhon,shesmd The

Chemlcalé

.‘FROM PAGE ONE - o »
urgency'”.- regarding : the leaking

" cliemicals at Sauget. No-action was..

planned at least until the samplmg at
the federal leve! was done.

“4“We’re at the point where we’ ve
identified a problem, and we’re waiting
for.test resuits to see what that problem

thefmdmgsareknown

by 'f, ‘a fair idea that they are
polluting flie* Mississippi River, based
on ‘what Illinois EPA has told us. -

Bui we can’t say ‘stop polluting’ until
we- know yhat is there,” Ms. Buttolph
said.
The Sa
sites in
throu
Mlidois
the { perfund — a $1.6 billio . *
uwfundappmvedinlssowcleanup
old toxic -sites. But that money is *

¢ landfill was one of-four -
@ Metro East area and 28.
{he state nominated by the.

tied up for laek of federal rules on how *

touseit. !

linois
a ciea.nud of the "Sauget landfill, if 5
necasary['even without the federal-

money. Oye -state lawyer noted that

enforcemént is often more easily
obtained m ‘large companies *‘with
deep pockas ‘than-when dealing with
abandoned gites, = - .

Tinois }Attorney General Tyrone C.
Fahner became involved in the Sauget
investigation last week after learning it
was a candidate for the Superfund. He
sued this.month to force the federsl
EPA to rekedse Superfund money.

Eahnen,said: “We know of the
seepage ak the Monsanto facility, and
we mtendrta'ﬁnd out how bad it is. We
feel that iJ°i§ something that should be
dealt wi

An Imm Fahner’s Chicago

omee w§ sent - to Sprlngﬁeld on

ERA recently as candidates for-.

wifIcials said they would seek

Tuesday to exam.ine state EPA records
nelating to the Sauget landfill. :
*~ Monsanto. capped the landfill with

clay material in 1978, four years after °

the company had stopped dumping

there. From 195874, it served as a
repository for a variety of chemical
manufacturing wastes, - .

During that time, chemma] wastes
often were dumped in bulk, a. state
inspector said. Today, such waste,_is
usually buried in drums,

Monsanto’s Krummrich - plant-

coaverts about 80 raw’ cals into
about 40 chemical products from
herbicides to dyes, the- company’
spokeswornan said.

Another landfill a short distance to
the east was identified by a
congressional subcommittee two years
. ago as the site where Monsanto dnmped
thousands of tons of toxic chemicals -
from 1950 to about 1973. It is not now.
under review by federal authorities.-

~ < Environmental officials declined. to
* spechlate on potential dangers posed by
the leaking landfill or what steps’ could

*" be taken to clean up the site, .
One official said he was concerned .

about a “sponge effect;?’ in which high °
waters could scak the materials from
‘the ground, then carry thém. down
river.

The nearest community in minois'\
using the Mississippi River for drinking

water is Chester, 70 miles south of -

Sauget. Cape Girardeau, 65 miles down
the river from Chester, is the closest
Missouri community south to use
Mississippi River water,

Of the chemicals discovered at
Sauget, dioxin is by far the most
dangerous. For example, a study
published in 1979 by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services showed that 0.08 parts per
trillion of dioxin killed 50 percent of the
mice that ingested the chemical. Half of
the mice in another test died when their
skin' came in. contadt - with 0.114 parts
patrillion. : T

e @ ;

.
lSSlSSlpp
company declined to provide :
results until informing officials
U.S. and lllinois Eaviron
Protecton Agencies of the f:
Government officials had not b:
as of late Tuesday.

Records of state inspection
from tests of monitoring well
last spring showed phen:
concentrations. as high as 13,00
per billion and benzene. compot
gh as 3,000 parts per billion. E

‘moderately toxic substance:

commonty in chemical manufact
Kenneth R. Mensing, the
EPA’s land pollution chief in S.
Illinois, said that he feels a ““a :
See CHEMICALS, Page?
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. Acid rain is bélieved

\

‘Acid rain a burning issue

‘The pom! ismot to gel your name in the papar.
but to bring ah issue to the eyes and consciepce of
the public. You use the ditentiot as a vehtcle fo-
ward eﬂeclmg change.*” .
— Peter Dykstra, Greenpeacé
By SHERMAN GOLDENBERG y .

. Staff Writer : '

‘The Greenpeace environmentalists who climbed
power plant smokestacks in southérn Indiana two
weeks ago lodged some serious charges at the Hoo-
sier' state and the way it regulates anrbérne pollut‘\
ants from coal-burning utilities. \

It is not the first time the allegdtions hdve sur-
faced in Indiana. Nor is Greenpeace the sole critic.

A host of other environmental groups, Eastern
state officials and the Canadian government have .
accused Indiana of being a major contributor to an
acid rain problem on the East Coast and in Canada. -

atmosphere from fuel combuistion.in coal and off
- furnaces and auto engines. Backed by some scien-
tific evidence, efivironmentalists claim the gasses -
\ are carried thousands of miles before falling as an
acidic_precipitation and daimaging crops, forests
and animal life from the Adirondack Mountairis of

New York to the pristine lakes of Ontario. ! . -~

Canadian officials have launched an unpreceé--

't »]

' ‘Since we're not r'equiring controls, |
don’t see how anyone could call them

"(standards) strict.” '

— State Board of Health oﬁlcml

New York, Pennsylvania and Maine filed peti-

~tions with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency in 1980 and 1981, claiming their. pollution

problems are compounded by emissions from util-
ties in Indiana, Ohio, Hlinois, Kentucky and West
Vlrgnma Two of the petitions seek to strengthen

. emission standards in those flve states, .as well as

-Michigan and Tennessee.
Fourteeti Midwestern utility compama. includ-

..ing five lndlana flrms. last week' filed rebuttals to
fo be caused by the atcu- |, the petitions/ disputirig the contention that Midwes-
.. mulation of sulfur 4nd nitrogen dioxide gases in-thé " ;tern. utilities are responsible for pollution problems
" several states away. Th

contend sourcs closer to
the East Coast are at fault. .

The Canadians, too, have asked for stricter
emission_standirds, the use of scrubbing devices to
filter sulfur emis$ions ot' a ‘switch ‘to low-sulfur
Western coal. »

Only recently, however did environmentalists
. resort to civil dlsobcdlem{'e to gét their point across.

' GENE LANGLEY FOR “ﬁ CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MOMTOR  dented initiative in Congress and, starting’ la_st fall, + They briefly occupied a ¥684-foot smokestack at the

Mldwest accused of being major cause o! acid ram

! 7

|

in individual states, to air their grie anccs

lndlana Kcntucky Electric. Corp.’d Clifty Greek gen-

erating station on the Ohio River near Madisor
and also climbed smokeéstacks in Ohio and Arizona

Clifty Creek was a likely site for a protest. La:
October, Ontario provincial officials attended a
Indiana Air Pollution Control Board hearing an
asked that sulfur emissions from the plant be les:

ened. They called the plait one of the nation's si
worst acid rain contributors. - '

Instead of tightening standards for the plant, th
pollution board granted &, variance, allowing, Clif1
Creek to spew enissions at a greater level tha
state law previously tted.

The decision reflected the state’s and utlht
industry’s consistent stand on the acid raih’issu
The plant is operating within state law, the state
economy makes it necessary to continue burnir
high-sulfur Indiana coal to keep Hoosier mine
employed, and no expensive changes should be in
plemented until the-cause of acid rain can bé pr
ven beyond doubt. :

" In congressional hearings wher this monlh 1
50,000-member Izaak Walton League of Ametica,
nationwide conservation | group, claimed the cost (

‘controlling acid rain is “not insignificant,” but |

benefits make the expense worthwhile.

Yet Indiana’s utility companies apparently a
not about to refit plants. with expensive scrubbh
equipment or buy out-of-state coal until the scié
tific community proves 4 diréct correlation b

See RAIN. rage o
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From Page 1C.
tiveen a belchmg smokestack in Mad-

idon and a wilting vineyard in -

xgor. Maine, Utility directors and
réd pfﬁcxals warn against swift

l"We kno\v we’ve got a problem;
t-we're not sure of the sources

J'vsaitl 4thr District Rep. Daniefl R.
ts, R-Ind., who advocates boosting
fhnding’ for a 10-year federal acid

rgin study initiated during the Cartcr

tion.

%“Acid Tain is an issue that will not
be resolyed quickly,” said a spokes-
mar for the Northern Indiana Public
Sgrvice go ., who asked that he pot be
identified. “Almost all parties to the
ifsue are aware of the need fér more
igformation, which will take a num-

ber-of- years. to collect, analyze and

. il .Even officials responsible
?’ iironmental protection ac-
o owldige that-more facts.are

d peggf correctxve strategms.
TheEPAhasaﬂowedstaw:toreg-'

- §late utility emissions — for the time
~&=ma-* within limits of the federal
T aAirActandsubjecttoEPAap-
g;al 4n Indiana plan submiitted in
' is. Ynder consideration, said EPA
gaff mefrorologist Tim Method.
_% Methoad said the agency’'s sulfur
ﬁng cx-all;re ne‘x)xtf bl
are gen unenforceable.
Me ‘sqid whe EPA lacks credible evi-
dencirtomet those standards.
% Theérficr that only one Indiana
nlanv;- Pne in Petersburg, owned by
Indidmapplis Power & Light Co. —has
&erﬁmd with control devices is an
stisidn that Indiana’s emission
e{rnorelaxthanthoscofsome
(o Ed Stresino, chief of air
e om enforccment for the State

ﬁa e how anyone could call
J(sd!xemdards) strict,” he said, add-
The intent of the current pol-

'gy_ﬁilﬁlm:::fhat encourage the

t EPA study said stricter
Wd boost utility bills by

o8

i
1

T
s

j
nep

.w.g
i

1

re not requiring controls :

1.4 percent nauonally and § percent
to 6 percent in Ohio, Indiana and Mis-
souri. Another EPA study said .the
hike in those three states would be
closer.to 9 percent.: :

* Meanwhile, the acid rain dcbatc is
being staged on several levels:

¢ There is widespread support for
increasing research funding. The Rea-
gan administration has proposed a
hike of 60 percent for fiscal 1982,
from $11 million to $18.2 million. En-
vironmentalists, however, say the evi-
dence already is in and additional re-
search is a stalling tactic.

¢ The Clean Air Act, due for reau-
thorization later this year, does not
address acid rain concerns. Environ-
mentalists-say it should; utility com-
panies would like to see it relaxed.

» A bill in' Congress sponsored by
Sens. George Mitchell, D-Maine, and
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, D-New
York, is perhaps the most immediate
hkope for environmentalists .~ and
threat to utilities. It would reqmre 3
states toi reduce sulfur emissions by
40percentmthencxt 10 years.

The reaction in Indiana to the
Mitchell-Moynihan bill was predic-

“tably negative. Sen. Richard G. Lugar,

R-Ind., claims passage would have a
“dcvastatmg‘ effect on coal mining in
southern Indiana and would mean 5,-
400 Hoosier miners could losé their
jobs. The president of the Indiana
Mine Workers Union concurs. -~ -

William G. Loftus, vice president of
American Electric Power Co., claims
the bill could cost AEP’s seven million
customers in seven states — including
those served by the Indiana & Michi-
gan Electric. Co. subsidiary — as
much as 70 percent more in monthly
electric bills.

Like his utlity collagns across the
Midwest, Loftus is an advocate of
su:pped-up federal research. .

“If indeed there is a problem here,

why not accelerate federal research

— since everybody thinks it (acid

rain) is such an Armageddon — and

complete the study in five years in-

stead of 10,” he saxd. “But let’s base it
(any decision) on facts.”
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T Rt 219 Richml;ld, Va.; a Dayton, :Ohio, Iree- .

- — way; & Manphisand

the Freeway .in. Los Angeles.
-The office-was.unable to get the depart-

ENVIRORNENT [N {EEE5ess

' Smaller projects have also drawn the

IN CAPITAL ENDED ooy e e

. A issi was

R :;::Litwasfmmd;h:gtmmtemqm

p . According sources in the Transpor-

Dept.. Gumng ‘W-Depai:nmt, there has been-a.
LRy R ¢ Lronning battle between its environmen-
" Authority of Top Aides10 “. iat office and its highway section over

BT e T ST T e taat decade. The highway section ob- -

ik ~Stay Construction Jobs : i {[jected to-delays taused by environmen-
e AR A £ L Pt

SRR S Ty e
By ERNESTHOLSENDOLPH - -
AN Special to Thi New Yok Times <, <.~ ]
wﬂsnmot‘-;‘rou;f Feb. 27 -l;azhdfpéé
partment of- o elimi: !
‘| nated its. Office of Environment in a !
reorganization. that private. environ.
mental workers fear may make it more
difficult to prevent destructive side-efy,
e e e ere)
'th® powrer o or aides of Transporta-
Hion ' Secretary Drew Lewis to block
E]m:vj'eet.*r on': environmental ' grounds,

e A el g

Transportation

P2

%
Prey <2

-

s A

mm%mﬁ&ﬁ““‘u% t ;mdyinathedtectofurbagwm
; ;tﬁédecmo' mhef::m ﬁg;- *_“"i“dbﬂdxuandgmwaylmq__:

new cs er J 5T, " ‘ e v
| Commor; ‘Mr. Lewis’s  Assistant BT, o strict nols ‘ rements bave

tion is being ; construction, often to the:oon-
"crease efficiency and will not mean-the - |t bighway on, v di

. . . e aboat sternation of states’ highway depart-
end to the department’s concern abo ‘ mts’thatoomplain@t_o}he?m
| feddsaid. o ' ale

LN - ‘{} tation Department. L TR
Ly e e ‘ Mr. Lewis’s reversals of highway,
:[°. Mt. Schoenfeld emphasized'that 'Mr. | jecisions ‘in Richmond and Dayton
‘| Lewis had not yet approved a 1 made in the Carter Administration were
‘| to eliminate the power of his Assistant = _| consjdered an expression of an attitude
Secretary to effectively veto projects on i-ot leaving construction decisions to
.environmental grounds, iy . ,}g@cymdsandstateplanneﬁ;_;:@
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¥y Lead Should Not Be Addet fo Gasoline

,-rogsdm-: SR mﬁ:mﬁwﬂgm&nm'

- mental Protection Agency will rescind- _caused by exposure to lead fumes from
its regulation limiting the quantity of . gasoline, are less dramatic is no rea-

-Jead which may. be added to gasaline . smtocngmnﬂatatoindnm-yprusum.

{news story Feb. 19) is.ominous and - Even the cost/benefit perspec-

disquieﬁng.. g ﬁmprevenﬂmofchmnicleadpoism- '

- Lead poisoning is one of the greatest  ing is desirable. The cost of therapy and
health’ hazards atfecting children. long-term care for large numbers of
Chronic lead poisoning may become -brain-damaged children and aduits is -
retardation, learning disabilities and. one of the most preventable causes of
behavioral disturbances in childhood, Such problems, and thus should be a key
m@mmmmm.n target area for those desiring to reduce

- was to help prevent such sericus prob- |, overnmental outlays for medical care.

- lems that the E.P.A promulgated its  Itis frightening to hear a serious ar-
m;l.leadregmaumg oW gmtthnguonnem considera-
=+ Young children, whose braing are tions are more important than the wel-

« still developing and physio= fareof the young. We, their guardians, .

. Jogj as as ctually, are” . MUSt raise our voices in. opposition to -

- the most susceptible to the Insidious Suchperfidy. — L

| effects of environmental lead. At high LAWRENCE T. TAFT, M.D. .

- biood levels the metal kills brain cells . = . BRIANG: ZACK, M.D.

. andcausesacute,severeillness. - ° - - Piscataway,N.J., Feb. 19, 1982
- This impressive effect resulted In- The writers are, respectively, chair- -
strong pressure to remove lead . man of and assistant professor in the -

ﬁompdnt, themostlmportantsmn'ce Department of Pediatrics of the Rut-

_ of lead in:acute-intaxication. The fact gersMedical Schoot.. . .
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‘| ban the burying of drums of hazardous

‘| wants to permit such sites to fill up.to 25
pememottheireapacltywnhbanalsoi

' autha-pnpmdmm
.| auy,

(U5, AGENGY SEEKS

Ny‘ TINES (D

—

RELAXING OF RULE

‘4:Stéhaafd§' for the Disposal -
of Chemlcats in Drums

Al

B BmePSHABECOFF
. Specialtehe New York Times
WASHINGTON, Feb. 28 — The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency has pro-
posed a reversal of current rules that

| liquids at landfills for waste disposal. It

alsosddlt suspe:d-
ﬂnmm&yswmr:‘mm

permitting
liquids in barrels. h’oa

at the landfills in that period. -
Inamtlcamtnthe?edualkeg!s—
u:lm-pubﬂuﬂon, the agency said it}

- |:fills: Disintegrating drums

. mmmmmm

"} in landfills were -blamed for such healtk}
pmblemsuthamcubwaCamunNi-

e

:.,\ Thsdnn_gu
I'sent to the Federal Register-last, week

+:

.| ject that the Government wants to

~Recovery Act, intérim standards ban-

Fcanldbohxlednmdhponlland-

“

wanted to change.the rules because tha i

aurrent prohibition on_landfill disposal } | uences.”

‘was-upworkable:: It alno said that the |
rules barring the burial of barrels con-}
. ‘taining even minute amcants of Hquids |
could: create heaith hazards by requir-| -
mghmdmmhopmde -
ifthey contained any liquid. A
‘A coalition of environmentalists and '
eomplnial invoived in waste disposal
said they would file-a. petition ap.lmt
the suspension on Monday. .
. Underthakm&mervuﬂonmd

nlngnnhdlmﬂmethockfo:nqmd
mwmtintoeﬂecthn()ctobot |
- Previously, barrels’of toxic liquids

of hazardous

- ON 104G DUWPING|

, E.PAAlso Uﬁs for 90 Days|.

B2

the rules.
: Theemmcilsdranpetitionsa!dthat
the in- standards, as

| well'as having an adversé economi¢ im-

L

e

WE&MNY‘ - ___\.,,‘.,

mwm
pmposed*ln the nodee

are. being opposed by an unusual al~
‘liance of environmentalists and private

etwhnhaveinnszedinalter
mﬁvemahodsoﬂlquidmtedisposal
such’as incineration. The companies ob-

.change the rules after the companies
lnveinmedintbealmﬁvedjsposal
_methods.

- Marvin Duming an attorney for a
: W@M_D,Colml

EP.A

.that the group would join the council’sy

| progressive

f/MKJ

SL/EF G

Suggests Change

In Rule on TomcLlfqifn :

ConﬂnnedFromPagel

new trade group called the Hmrdous
Waste Treatment Council, ‘whose mem-
bersarecompanlsengagedlnindner
ation and: other disposal alternatives,|
said the council planned to file a petition
Monday in Federal District Court in

Washingtontoblocktheso-dayllﬂingot
-

pact on its members, would also pose
the threat of “imminent public health
and envimnmental adverse - conse-

Mr. Durning, a former chnef of ens
farcement for the E.P.A., said the group
hope:ttobejoinedinm petition by the
Enviroomental Defense Fund, a nan-
profit group that’ deals with environ-
‘miental hazards, including the issue of
toxic waste . Khristine Hall, ap
.attorney for the detensefund indicated

effort. . .
‘ “Glant Step Backward®
* “This would be a giant step back-
ward,” she said of the-proposed change.
“They are going to let them put the stufi
in the with no controls. . Those
things leak. That’s why they were
banned in the first place.” -~ -

She also daa-ibed the Federal agen-
cy's initiative as “{flying in the face of-a
gressive industry’’ that was engaged

in environmentally preferable means of
wastedisposal. - N

"\ Inits notice, the E.P_A. acknowledged
that waste containers eventually. de-

graded when placed in landfills and that
their liquid contmt.s leached mto q:e

. As the drums coliapse and di

" mtegrate, the the landfills themselve

sink, allowing more water to colle
increasin&theleachingpmblem
The also -stated that
strmgly believes that therintroductic
of containerized free.liquid wastes in
landﬂlls should be minimized to the e
tentpossﬂ:le,ifnotprohibited.”
EmOmDmpBBmef

Hmver the notice went on: “T]

beuevesthatthecurxmpmt
bition is too extreme for real-world a
plication: In its literal.interpretatio
landfill disposal of containerized wast
containing only ‘one drop’ of free liqu
is banned. This -would often require e
traordinary, high-cost - manageme
pracﬂwtoachlevecompuame.

Theagmcysaidthatthepmposedk
mula for letting 25 percent of the'volur
of hazardous waste dumps' consist
chemicals in drums was derived fron

by the Chemical Manufatti

the major chemical compant
Natiopal Solid Waste Management /
' sociation, made up of of companies tt
operate waste disposal facilities.

Inhspetitionrequatingastayott
m—dayanpensionofthcban,them
ardous Waste Treatment Council co
plained that the agency improper
based its decisions on information frc
parﬂesthatwwldbmeﬂtfmmthede
sion; It did not specify those parties
it did say that the suspension- violat
the Administrative Procedures A
which that advance notice
given commenttakenmpmpos
regulatory action.. -

Thebanonplaclngdmsofham:
ous liquids in landfills is part of the

-} terim’* standards established under

Resource Conservation and -Recove
Act. The act was passed in 1978 but |
environmental agency has yet to dec
final standards governing hazard
waste disposal in landfills.

'meagencywasunduacounon
it to publish such rules t

past Feb. L However, it obtained a te

porary extension of the deadline :
sdll has not indicated when it wo

deﬂmtelyproducesuchnﬂa .
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gut

* ness. system,’" said : John P.- Saiber-.-
ling,’ the: Ohio Democrat who:heads
the-House Public Lands and Nationa.l
Parkssubcommittee, . :

- " For one thing, aceordingtdadntt‘. :
of the bill, the President could in a3
- loosely - defined time of urgent na-
tional need make available for devel-

opment certain wilderness areas;

could stop him only by pass--

_ Congress
ing-legislation within 60 days. The In--

' wildamissuealiveby falsely at-

tachnga good idea,” .
Mzr. Watt’sdisputewith
mHmm committee gver. its right ta

- certain-documents escalated another |

notch. At the urging of Representa-
; tive John D. Dingeil, the Energy and
." Commerce Committee voted 23 to.19
- to cite him- for contempt of Congress.
Despite a subpoena issued by a com-

- mittee. subpanel, Mr. Watt has ‘re-..

fused to provide the documents,
which detail how the Administration
has responded to Canada’s invest-
ment and energy policlw in the
UnitedStates

vl ’ ".

l
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| On Watt’s'Plan

,It seemed almost™too good to. be
' true, that announcement last week by -
James -G. Watt:-

- Interior

that he wanted to, keep miners- and

lmg.itwas. :

Mr.Wausai&thatmeAdmnnm{f .

ﬁmwmﬂdasktoraminm-al

‘develop-
,mmtbanthatwmﬂd.hst\mﬂltheead
At one point last year; '

. of'the century.

?Mr Watt had said he favored letting
.'miners and drillers apply for mineral
; leases on the 80 million acres of
Y wudemwsmultheyearw

- ) Butsubsequentrewewsoflegisla— .
(timintmdmedby Administration’

later-in the week raised questions.
"l'hisa.ppeaxstobeanattemptbythe

O o

‘- =—a—tvav. hitaalt asn srb.',

D

drillers out of the. Federal Govern- - . - -
) -ment's . wilderness.t areas. . Sure
. .mgh.mscnﬁmwetesayingbefoi-e-~
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’ iq‘lé last few disputes ov;ar a
kpecesoftln iaamaat‘ra on plant
ldn& of ies have de- -

\"

e

¥

I
4

: .debates beforé the

Issue and Debate

.|,
}

: Posszble Re stzone‘

hyed or caused plans to be changed
. for a city-sized development
" and two huge dams the United
State,

fact that the r“re preseénce of
such,slmple 1ifé forms could have af-
fected these major building schemes

of hymans is the result of a landmark

ece. of legislation, the angered
gpecles Aecgspassed by gg’ngrss in

e act forbids Federal agencies or
. 8.7 project aided by Federni money to
harm an endangered species or dam-
- age it§ habitat. The law’s effect on the
dams and the housing project has
- stirred up questions that are proving
. nettlesome for both developers and
"’ conservationists,

thé worth ‘to humanity of the snail

darter compared with that of the Tel-..

lico Dam in Tennessee, of the Furbish
' jousewort compared with the Dickey-
Lincoln Dam in Malne or of butterflies
. com| -with the proposed San
Bruno Mountain housing development
. inCalifornia? .
Suchlssuesllecfhsetothesurfaceln
fonal com-
- mittees that must decide in the next
Mmonﬂuwhntrm lfany.otthe
- Jogislation - shoul
present act, larg elythesarheasthe
wl legislation, -is due to expire
and recent skirmishes between
+ its supporters and detractors in reau-

. thorization hearings in the Senate and -

- House are early indications that the

tetmybetaclngtheblggatcrlsisof '

its relatively short life.

The Background

nda%eredSpeclesActhadlts '
in 1966 when a small, one-per-

: mofncemaetnplnthelntedorDé-

| partment to study the possible nieed to

protect%omeonhenauonswﬂdanl-.

mals

‘l‘heofhéewammotamwmg '
udeofawnreneulnmenuddleofnng

AT
S
e

" plants or animals.

_-mation and a staff of 33

* quelled when Con

&I
to work more closely with the Interior -
. Department in the

century of the lm rtance of wlldllfe,
sparked by such naturalists as John
Muir, William Beebe and Aldo Leo-
pold. They stressed that other living
organisms besides Homo sapiens
played a vital role in people’s lives and

' needed protection,

In 1969 a second, slightly more ‘com-
prehensive -act was passed. And in
1973, as a result of growing pressure
from wildlife and conservation groups,
th resent act was passed. Consid-

an unparalleled piece of legisla-'
tion it applies to every plant species

and defines wildlife as, all creatures

ranging from multicellular $pohges to
the great apes. It also calls for protect-

“ing the critical habitat of any species

indanger of extinction. -

AN T

proposed projéect so that plans conld be

modified, if necessary, for species pro- -

tection without a long dispute.
The amendment also added a provi-

sion that would allow a major project’
to proceed If its benefits clearly out-
weighed those of preserving a species.

The permission could be granted by a
committee made up of six high-rank-
ing Federal officials dand a representa-

tive of the affected state. Such a group ,
is now widely knowii a; environ- -
* mentalists apd knowledgeable Wash-

lngtonlansas “‘the God Committee."’
It is these recent: changes, along
with several other provisigns: in the
act, that haveé caused cotitroversy as °
the bill heads for further Senate and '
House h To bé reauthorized, ..

earings.
Its provisions give the Intetior De-  final version of the bill with

partment the power to detérmine what _
species are red and then to list
them publicly. ‘It makes it illegal to -

They wonder, for’ example What is = C2Pture. kill, transport, sell, buy, pos- ,

sess, import or export any of the listed
Thete is a separate
category for ‘‘threatened’’ species,
those orgarisms that are on the brink
of becoming éndangered. They are
equally pmtected “except that scien-.
tists may tadke spedmens when neces-
sary for vital
ln the United States the Officeof En-
angered Species currently lists 51°
plants and 143 animals as endangeied.
( plants and 38 animals as threat-
To prevent the import or tradeof .

: endangered species native to foreign

countries, the office lists 402 foreign

 animals as endangeréd and 16 animals

and a plant as threatened..

- ActhAmgndullnlm

The act is administered by the office

in the Fish and Wildlife Service, an

arm of the Interior ] t. There
are currently 350 workers dround the

rofessionals

and 11 support workers in the Wash- -
ington office. .~ °

The act was aménded in 1678, after

the Tellico Dam controversy was

gress, for that one

project, Wermledtheleglslatlon The

endment forced Federal agencies

early stagm of a

-y

' .the American.

‘have poln

‘revisions must be com; letetf by May
15. It must thén pass houses of

Congress. I1 it is not passed and s

igned.
by President Reagan| befomOct 1 the

act will lapse. .- ]
v-‘ o

For the Act - P

A sign of thé deﬂth.qt feeling on the

act is the fact that & number of well or:' :

., versity of Illinois chemist,

»'.-Sﬁld

) _ .. manhad a cliance to test them.

the 1 9 73 LaW In tended to Protect Endangered Specze

ting amendments to the act that call for in-
, to the value of the horseshoe crab’s . tensive prior investigation and discus-
blood in medical research and the ar- - sion of a project’s possible impact on
madillo in leprosy research. Petér H.© thé endangered species inhabiting a
Raven, director of the Missouri Botan- site. One section also calls for estab-
ical Garden, said that if it wetre not for  lis| and protecting “critical habi-
_ plants there would be no animals, in- tats” for an endangered species found
. cludlng humans. He reportedata Con-  {n a ptospective construction site.
ﬁ‘” bearing that recent studiés .. The Amerlcan Mining Congress is
d shown that the evening primrose, . seeking a change in the way species
& common roadside ;:l'mmt conmlneti are listed, suggesting that the act con-

anlmals can beneﬂt humans, poin

chemical compounds
., arole in controlling heart disease and _brates, with lmle or no emphasis on
" arthritls. - lantaor lower life forms.

Dr. Norman R. Farnsworth, a Uni-‘ - The National Forest Products As-
;eported at soclation seeks the elimination of the
* 8 symposium on endangemd plants.: act’s authority to protect subspecies.

that a 5,000 of the world’s esti- ,y Such elimination would mean that
< mated 500, 000 plant. species were be- such animals as the grey wolf, grizzly
¢ lieved to have medicinal value. But Everglades kite, ‘bald eagle,
their value may never be realized, * Caltforni o5a otter and Florida pan-

Thomas Eisner, a chemical ecolo- i ther would not be protected.

‘ut Cornell. He testified at a Senate - In general, rmost of the groups and
that many speties of flower. organlmtlons that seek to ease the
mg plants that might have medicinal - act’s : restricti

ons cite the large
'* valus were extirpated before 'amaunts of time, money

B3 required by the reatively new
Most sclentists think that, in addl- mtulonsof thaact : :

. tion to the obvious esthetic and m

~ rationales, biological ‘and eoological 4 The Outlook

t might play fine ltselr mainly to animal 'verte- -

instead of\he normal three-year \
od. He has also indicated that the Rea-
gan Admlnlstratlon will not present a
policy positionontheact.”

Mr. Watt’s critics contend that since
this is.an election » When pres-
sures on candidates to Keep a
act might be greater, he feeis he would'
have a better chance t. evamp and *
perhapsweakentheact « tyear.

Senator John H. Chafee, Republican
of Rhode Island, the chairman of the

. Environmental Pollutlon subcommit-
- tee thdt is conducting

hearings on the
act, has indicated that there is broad
support in the Senate for keeping the
act strong. Such feélings signify that
e on e Bt o 15
hol: on act, to
them and send a revised act to the
President for.a three-year authorln
tionaslnpntyears B '

" But. what kind of an |
Species Act will result? .-
A longtitie observer of the
William. J. Chandler, head of W. J
Chandler ‘Associates, which special-
izes in natural resource policy devel-
opmentandmeardn is not sure,

ganlmdgrou havebeenformedon 'zreasomshmﬂdsovemthellstins ) Ihllumsocontused"heuld
1tesidesofthefm specles Thi’ view was ro- " nterior Sectetary James G. Watt “But:I baven't'heard anyone sa
e principal coalition am J those 7 by Dr. Thomas E.5 has sent a letter to both Congressional they’re going to rewrite the Eandan-
who Javormalmng ening lﬂve viee resldmt for acience of . committees involved, saying he would geredSpedesAct I think they’ll limit
the act is the Endangered Species Act orid Wil fe Fund, who sald that /' ukatoseetheprumtactmuthoﬂnd the discussion to a few issués and wind
_ Reauthorization, . Coordinating - Com- :; oneoﬂbemalnmsonsfornotpetmlt-. witlmnlymmorrevlslonsforoneyeu' up with as little change as possible.”
mittee, based in:Washington. It is - ting hhy species tobecomeextinctwas - . o AR
thntwem"tar!mmknowlngthemll TS — - -

‘made up of two dozeh ' organizations ;.
romlnmtlntheﬂeldolnaturalre-v

sources and wildlife biology, including
the Environmental Defense Fund, the
Humane Society of the United States

Sciences, the Natiopal Andubon
ety, the Natural Resources Defense,

«Council, the Siefra Club and the World

wildlife Fund.
Citing the aécelerating rate of ex-
ons — current estimate, by '

.Edward 0. Wilsod, b Harvard biolo-

gist, is 1,000 species 4 year — scientists

10,000 & yeat; ’oronennlmr the
end of thedecade, * . by

And they emplnslz‘o how plants and'

/',_/

/ﬁplm‘sm Lo Lo ."4»?
tte of Blological', Agamst the Act - /v

out. - in. Congressional _
that the rate may reach’

ential for the benefit of pedple of
?h?te biological resources with which the-

A

‘l‘hoseopposlngd\ephnosophyotthé
actahdsome of its speciﬁc pmvislons
" and Tenated Ity g
. a ustry
think thelr .cummﬂ““'”
mmlmm th:':attl:ltedbylt Th;lllr
main argument more weight
should be given to the expected eco-
nomic values of a project as opposed ta.
the tlalvaluuoﬂheplantbranl-
that might be threatened by it.
’l‘hls argnment relates to reeent

/ {

(
L



L As e N PasT He
a1 | GAO Says Watt
The Environmental Protection Agency has namgd Rita M. LavelI‘e Sh Oul d P ay Pal‘ t
to take charge of the $1.6 billion h“fn\a;;erz::g‘;‘ catih:pi{lf:f\d :t])]:n‘- rar
w0 e . . | v
inspred progras Congies . e By Resgan adminisrstion Stan Of Party Costs
dards, the new EPA assistant administrator has the best of qualifi-

cations for this job: She was 2 flack f;)& ;\lgfl'ojep Liquid Rocket Co., 3 wgznzhrg“ ?:tﬁri:t?m
idi jet- Corp. ifornia. ) ) .
w?;%ﬂ.&i::gﬂhggemdig;p u:) EPA, the third worst pollution Interior Secretary James G. Watt

. : ifornia. In 1979, the state charged it with misused almost $9.000 in. govern-

_ g:;nbb:::: ;l:euc;ta at: g(f),(():da(l) goalfrl‘ons a day of toxic chemical wastes— ment and private f\!nds to pay for
ine‘lu‘:iing arsenic, suifates, phenols and carcinogenic matgna}s——mto two ‘controvermal private Christmas .

 upli ax;d a swampy area. That case is still in litigation, and parties held at Arlington House, the °

the firm is involved in at least three-other lawsuits by former employ- | General Accounting Office said yes-

ir families over asbestos contamination. . v ok, terday. ‘
esgaxtnk.‘:sl;istant: EPA administrator, Lavelle will also be responsible 5 As a result, Watt apparently ig
for administering business complianceywith the Resource Conserva: . - required to reimburse about $4,500

; Recovery: “Rita Lavelle brings over 12 years of profes-. of the-expenses personally. :

w'penence' ryi:c:tate -government 3 private_industry (0 the . 1 The Ir?tzrior Igep:rr;mey;:t“was not
e s EPA head Anne Gorsuch. “She has demonstrated ex- authorized to use either its operating
,m' msag?uing results, as shown by her record with the g:;lcu;ive appropriations or donated funds to
Branch of government in C?““'““x“""h_ a mid-sized chemk rm pay for either” of the social events,
and with a large diversified international corporation.” =5 .| the GAO report said. Although ex-
TR CI S o " penswforoneofthepartiamaybe'

INTELLIGENCE BUSINESS /. o9, Lawion, o e | Poare 1082 S romaent
ation career crat, is back at the Justice tmen . Watt’s official entértainment
head o?o tge supersensitive ot‘tt:\ce of intelligence policy and review. The budget, that money will be insuffi-

ovi ion" intelli i il- ient and about $4,500 must be paid
.reviews all the nations counterintelligence electronic survei cient and about $4,500 must be pai
ol;mn: warrants. ‘ “» - “by the Interior officials who author-

s ——Cass Peterson ized the expenditures,” the GAO
' A= = _ said. :
o e o D O, T / ] Interior spokesman Douglas Bal-
o ’;...aW‘qf, “{/’1/&7@/”4 995‘7-2 /JJ%Z, " See WATT, A23,Col.1 .
. REWARDS . ... Jacqueline E. Schafer has been named the En- - ,
vifonmental Protection Agencys regional administzator in New York, L
“?3; 3:8 that also covers New Jersey, Puerto’Rwoa\nd the-Virgin Is- ¢
" Schfr comes to the EPA from the staf o the Senate Environ
“ment and Public Works Committee. She also researched environment
=and energy for the Reagan/Bush, campaign. and. wrote up a transition. |
" %report on the White House’s Council-on Environmerital Quality. The - |
“council has been severely pruned under the Reagan administrations - |-
T el o .—Peter. Behr and Cass Peterson -

__—_#—
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Watt H eld Liable for Party Expenses

) WATT, From Al

dwin said the GAO report is “im er-
ror. We carefully researched the pro-
priety and procedures of the Lee
Mansion events before they oc-
curred. We are confident everything
was done correctly.”

But Rep. Edward J. Markey (D-
Mass.), chairman of the House In-
térior Committee’s subcommittee on

overs:ght and investigations, said

that “since GAO indicated Secretary
Watt hroke the law,. I expect him to

come to [a] hearing [scheduled for -

Friday] with checkbook in hand,
ready ta_reimburse the federal treas-
ury.” Both Interior officials and Ar-
lington House volunteers are expect-

- ed to appear at the hearing called by

Markey. , :

Although invited, Watt has de-
clined to attend the hearing, saying
he does not want to be involved “in a
media sideshow.”

- The parties, a cocktail party on
Dec. 17 and a small breakfast hosted
by Watt's wife Leilani three days
earlier, were first criticized by vol-

unteer guides at the Park Service- -

owned mansion as improper use of a
nationa! monument.

Arlington- -~ House,’ " 'sometimes .
called -the Custis-Lee Mansmn, the .

home of Robert E. Lee overlooking
Arlington National Cemetery, was

closed to' the public during regular '
vmtmg houn durmg the breakfast,

J—

and historic ﬁxrmture.was ‘moved in
and out of storage for the events. A
large, heated ter. . was pitched on the
lawn for the cocktail party, and the
circular driveway, off limits to tour-
ist traffic, was used by official lim-

ousines and other guests’ automg-.

biles.

At the time, Interior spokesmen
described the parties as unofficial
and denied that any of the agency’s
employes present were paid for their
help. The GAO report says 28 Park

-Service employes worked a total of

166 hours, most of it overtime, to
run the two parties, at a cost of
$2,200.

According to the GAO report, the
Dec. .17 cocktail party cost $6,921
and was attended by more than 200
high-ranking government officials,
including presidential adviser Edwin
Meese and members of the Repub-
lican National Committee. Watt ini-
tially billed $1,800 in Park Service
labor costs to the Park Service, in-
tending later to reimburse this from
his oiﬁcml entertainment fund or
from a‘fund composed of, voluntary
donanons from nonprofit historical

groups that gell literature in national

‘ R ;‘ ) oy - - L -
. Watt’s stated intention to pay for

the parties- out. of that voluntary.
. find drew fire from members of
. some associations that contribute to

the find, as well as from Markey,

who agke@l"t‘hg GAO to investigate. -

v g

Watt announced his intention this
month to refund $2,000 in party ex-
penses to the voluntary donations
fund from his official entertainment

 fund.

. The GAO said yesterday neither
the Park Service funds nor the vol-
untary fund could be used to pay for
the cocktail party as “neither the
breakfast or the party were associ-
ated with any...goverment con-

. ference or meeting.” The GAQ found

Watt's attempt to link the two
events to Park Service purposes by
arguing that party guests were free
to tour the house and thus could
become aquainted with its historic
significance “too tenuous . . . ”

The GAO report also stipulates
that neither the voluntary donations
nor Park Service appropriations nor
Watt’s official entertainment fund
may be used to pay for the $1,921
breakfast hosted by Watt’s wife for
approximately 20 cabxnet wives and

other guests.
The GAOQ said Watt may apply

~the $4,500 that remains in his offi-
_cial entertainment fund to the cock-

tail party expenses, though not to
pay for the breakfast. This is be-
cause unlike “the Christmas  party,
which wes attended ‘by government
officials and their guests. .. the
breakfast . . . was: hosted and at-
tended: entuely by private persons,
the GAO's report smd.




State’s w

ALTON, =_ (AP)—A Circult nc_i auoﬁﬁumna that
Tiinols’ law requiring fluoridation of public drinking water is
‘unconbtitutional, it was announced Friday.

Judge Ronald Niemann told state officlals to stop oaoa___u .
the law and ordered the Alton water company to halt -

fluoridation.

Richard W. Cosby, first -8:85 Iilinols attorney aouo_.p_. .
* 'Court {n Edwardsvilie until Friday. -

The decision came & year and hatf after a trial before
Niemann, a visiting judge from Salém, on a 14-year-oid suit

and Mary Huck, a spokeswoman for state’s Public Health

Department, sald the ruling was the first of its kind in the .’

atate.

“We're not exactly pleased by this,” Cosby sald, -._A_sa that
his office wouid appeal Niemann’s decision and seek s delay In
_enforcement of the judge’s order.

Cosby sald that he had not seen the decision, but that if : is

properly worded, It could apply statewide.

R teedt £ i

:.:n the attorney general's office has

..aasao.eggnsaoao-asaaea@s&s_v—w&s .

_-8 and predicted the ruling uaauzw. will hdve. no
._983_-3 effect outside Altoi.
“We don't expect the ¢ity of Q._o-no. ne_. instance, to stop
fluoridating its water tomorrow,” Tosby sald.
Niemann's ruling, dated Wednesday, s,.. not E& in Clrcult

filed against the state and Alton’s 8-8_. 853& by fluorida-

_ton opponents.

The fluoridation law, Niemana I_s. So?ss the spirit -.i

" fettér of the due process section of the Illinols Constitution.
Nlemann said the law -3953._ 8 an, ._2.88__-2._.

water-fluori m:o: law ruled invalid

"‘exercise of police power.” He sald the Illinols Publi¢ Heaith
Department and the state Environmental Protection Agency

‘may no longer enforce the law.
-~ “In view of the plaintifls’ evidencs, even :.8... it has lony, .

been recognized that artificial fluoridation of publi¢ water:
supplies helps fight tooth decay, a risk exists of serious health

hazards,” Niemann wrote.
He said there was Insifficlent evidence to support the

‘state’s clalm that fluoridation is a safe means of promoting

dental heaith,

“The court is not satisfied . . . that the -88 has taken [

" hard enough look at the _o..u.s_._u effects on humans. .

The_sult challenging the state's 1867 fluoridation law iu-
filed in 1968 by the Iilinols Pure Water Committee, based In

285. .
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Five Indiana utilities have filed documents with the Environmen-
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rges

‘to rebut cha

tat Protection

rges that they are causing air.

documents, filed Thursday by the Indiana utilities, including -

the Northern Indiana Public Service Co. (NIPSCO),were in reponse

L

llution in thrée

po:

- The

pollution _probl‘ems in the East-are-
tapts-carried into their states' by prevailing

- to petitions tiled over the last two years by New:York, Pennsylvania .

L' and Ma':'e which contend

' worseng. vy pollu
-1 easterly winds. -

from .

, Kentucky and West Virginia. . .,
companies said the poliution ix thes .

petition seeks reductions in emissions.

Ohio Illinois

The Pennsylvania
utilities in Indiana,

utility
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Q ARE YOU AWARE that you do somethlng 17,000 times
every day? That's how many times you breathe. And unless
Q- \—= T the Clean Air Act of 1970 is protected, yeu'll be breathing air
> = contaminated by dangerous chemicals. The Reagan administra-

:.‘L =, e~ tion, in collaboration with industry lobbyists, has launched a
n campaign to gut the Clean Air Act, known as the “breathers’

bill of rights” against polluters. Wme W

EPA shelves tox 1c-waste ban

S AN T

TRI3
Gew ‘o Tomes News Servce

WASHINGTON~The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, in a proposal that would reverse-
rules banning burial of hazardous liquids in
drums at special landfills, wants to permit
such sites to fill 25 percent of their capacity
with barrels of toxic liquids.

The agency also said it is suspending the
existing ban for 90 days while comments on
the proposal are heard. The action permits
barrels of any hazardous liquids tq be dumped
at the landfills in that period.

Under the Resource Conservation and Re-
covery Act, interim standards banning such
disposal methods for liquid wastes went into

effect last October

Before that, barrels of toxic liquids were
permitted to be buried at waste disposal land-
fills. Such health emergencies as that at Love
Canal-in Niagara Falls were blained on disin-
tegrating drums of hazardous chemicals that
leaked years after bunal

IN A NOTICE sent last week to the Federal'

Register for publication, the agency" said ‘it

. wanted to change the rules because-the pro-

hibition is unworkable. It also said-the rules
barring burial of barrels containing even min-
ute amounts of hqmds could create health

'opened to determme 1f they contain such
liquids.:
The EPA publishes proposed rule changes in
.the Federal:Register' and gives 90 days for
public.comment. The changes go into effect in
90 days unless the public comment causes the
EPA 1o, change its mind-or unless the pro-
posed ‘rules: are- blocked: by court' action.
. The proposed.changes;, however, are being
opposed by an unusual-allidnce of environmen-
talists and some private.companies that object
that the government wants to change the rules
after they invested in other dxsposal methods.
Marvin Durning, an attorney for a new

“Continued from page one

trade groub called the-Hazardous Waste-
Treatment Council, whose members en-
gaged in incineration and other disposal

methods, said the council planned fto file: .

a’ pet.ltlon Monday in Federal District
Court. in Washington to block the 90-day
lifting of the rules.

The council's draft petition said the

proposed change would have. an adverse

economic - impact on its members and
would pose a threat to public health and”
. the environment.

DURNING, A FORMER chief of en
forcement for the EPA, said.the group
hoped to be joined in its petition by the
Environmental Defense Fund, a nonprofit
group that deals with environmental
hazards, including the issue of toxic

“waste disposal. Khristine Hall, an attor--

ney for the defense fund, indicated her
group would join the effort.

“This would be a giant. step back-
ward,” she said. ““They are going to let
them put the stuff in the ground with no
controls. Those things leak. That’s why
they were banned in the first place.”

She alsc described the federal agency’s
imtiatiye as “flying im the face of a

progressnve industry” that was engaged’

'in environmentally preferable means of

hazards by requmng barrels of wastes to\ be*

shelves t0x1c-waste ban

- for letting 25 percent of the volunte of
"Solid Waste Management Association,

" complained that the agency improperly

, ministrative Procedures ‘Act, which re-

- .
oy F 4,,»‘ -
L e, v,

waste disposal.

IN ITS NOTICE, the EPA acknow-
ledges that waste containers eventually
degrade when placed in landfills and that
their liquid ¢ontents leach. As the drums
collapse and dxsmtegrate, the, landfills
themselves c¢an’ sink, allowing More wa-
ter to collect and increasing the leaching
problem.

The agency saxd the proposed formula

hazardous waste dumps consist of chemi-
cals in drums was derived from a propos-
al by the Chemieal Manufacturers As-
sociation, which inciudes most major '
chemical companies, and the National

companies that operate waste dxsposal
facilities.

Inits petmon requestmg a stay of the
90-day suspension of the ban, the
Hazardous Waste Treatment Council .

based its decisions on information from
parties that would henefit from the deci-
sion. It did not specify those parties but
said the suspension violated the Ad-

quires advance notice be given and com.
ment taken on praposed regulatory
action. .

- ==
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Chicago Sun-Times, Monday, March 1, 1982

EPA lifts ban on burying
toxic liquids in landfills

WASHINGTON (AP)—The Environmental
Protection Agency has.lifted a ban on burying
barrels of hazardous liquids at waste disposal

landfills for 90 days while it considers a

permanent rules change to allow such dump-
ing.

The proposal was made public in a press
release after the agency.sent its notice last
week to the Federal Register for publication,

thereby soliciting comment as & required step

in the policy reverssi.

In the past, barrels of toxic liquids could be
suried at landfills. The disintegration of such
drums, which leaked years after burial, was
blamed for problems encountered at Love
Canal in Niagara Falls, N.Y.

" MARVIN DURMIY;, an attorney for a
coalition of environmentalists and business
firms known as the Hazardous Waste Treat-
ment Council, said he would flle a -petition

‘Monday In U.S. District Court here to block -

the EPA suspension, the New York Times

suspension because of the investments the
firms have made In alternative forms of
disposal, the newspaper reported.

The EPA said in the press release that it
seeks to revise Its own May, 1980, rule under
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
because present bans are unworkable. The act
provided that interim standards banning land-
fill disposal methods went into effect in
October.

““THE AGENCY has evidence that the cur-
rent prohibition may be too extreme for prac-
tical application in the near future,” the EPA
said. “EPA believes it is impractical .
eliminate all liquid from hazardous wastes :
destined for landfills. However, EPA contends
that the number of containers holding liquids

¢ placed in a landfill should be minimized.”

The proposal would permit the -disposal
sites to. fill up to a quarter of their capacity

viith barrels of toxic liquids, the release said.

The agency acknowledged that containers
svantuailv leak, but sald “special precautions

Conﬁnued on page 12, col. 1



